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Voting Members in Attendance   Representing 
Ronit Bryant, City of Mountain View  Member at Large – All Jurisdictions 
Kansen Chu, City of San Jose    City of San Jose 
Jim Griffith, City of Sunnyvale   Mountain View, Palo Alto, Sunnyvale 
Linda LeZotte, SCVWD    Santa Clara Valley Water District   
Jamie McLeod, City of Santa Clara   Milpitas, Santa Clara  
Cat Tucker, City of Gilroy    Morgan Hill, Gilroy 
 
Voting Members Not in Attendance  Representing 
Susan Garner, City of Monte Sereno   Member at Large – All Jurisdictions 
Evan Low, City of Campbell    Campbell, Los Gatos, Monte Sereno, Saratoga 
Mike Wasserman, County of Santa Clara  County of Santa Clara 
 
County Staff to the Commission 
Elizabeth Constantino, Integrated Waste Management Division 
Lisa Rose, Integrated Waste Management Division 

 
Others in Attendance 
Mark Bowers, City of Sunnyvale 
Dominic D’Innocenti, Valley Yellow Pages 
Anthony Eulo, City of Morgan Hill 
Sandy Kivowitz, AT&T Yellow Pages 
Skip Lacaze, City of San Jose 
Doug Muirhead, Morgan Hill resident 
Bruce Olszewski, San Jose State  
Elizabeth Sanford, Office of Supervisor Mike Wasserman 
Pat Showalter, Santa Clara Valley Water District 
Dave Staub, City of Santa Clara 
Jo Zientek, City of San Jose 
 
 



 

1. Call to Order and Introductions 
Chair McLeod called the meeting to order at 12:05 p.m.  Only five commissioners were present at 
the start of the meeting, so quorum was not achieved. All Commissioners and staff introduced 
themselves.  Because there were not enough Commissioners present for quorum, items were taken 
out of order until quorum could be achieved. 

 
2. Public Presentation (3-minute limit)  

There were no Public Presentations. 
 
3. Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Minutes 

TAC Chair Skip Lacaze noted that the November TAC minutes had not yet been approved and that 
this was his last meeting as Chair.  Dave Staub from City of Santa Clara will serve as Chair of the 
Technical Advisory Committee for 2012.  Dave will not be able to attend RWRC evening meetings 
but there will always be someone present from TAC to review the TAC minutes with the RWRC. 
 

4. Update on Organization Study 
Chair McLeod noted that Commissioner Wasserman requested that the RWRC postpone any 
detailed discussion on this topic until he could be in attendance.  Mark Bowers provided a brief 
update noting that the Ad Hoc Subcommittee had met several times, reviewing the current structure 
and proposed another structure based on the Santa Clara Valley Urban Runoff Pollution Prevention 
Program (SCVURPPP) MOU with its partners in which a Management Committee would be 
formed.  The Management Committee would address fiscal and management issues while the full 
TAC would still weigh in on policy and technical issues related to solid waste and recycling.  He 
noted that a recommendation to the RWRC is still being targeted for 2012. 
 
Chair McLeod stated that the Commission still wanted to be updated and provided the opportunity to 
provide direction on critical decision points at regular intervals between now and the final 
recommendation at June 2012 meeting. Mark assured her this would be the case. 
 

5. Approval of Minutes from October 24, 2011 RWRC meeting 
Commissioner Chu arrived and quorum was met.  Commissioner LeZotte motioned to approve the 
October 24, 2011 meeting minutes. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Griffith and passed 
unanimously. 
 

6. Proposed Priorities for 2012 
Lisa Rose introduced the various priorities TAC was recommending for calendar year 2012 and 
reviewed the priorities that had been discussed at the December 8, 2011 TAC meeting.  The 
recommendations were as follows: 
 
1. Three cities (Sunnyvale, San Jose and Palo Alto) are collaborating to standardize procurement 

and bid language to minimize the amount of polystyrene packaging coming in to jurisdictions.  
Consider broadening this effort to all cities for regional consistency. 
 

2. Consider prospect and costs for preparing a Countywide CEQA document pertaining to 
expanded polystyrene (EPS) management that could be used by all jurisdictions in Santa Clara 
County. This will be beneficial for smaller cities where the lack of resources to prepare their own 
CEQA document may prevent a jurisdiction from taking action on this issue.  



 

 
3. It has been several years since any efforts were made to develop a regional model of 

environmentally-preferable purchasing policies for agencies. Consider developing a new regional 
model that all agencies can consider adopting.  
 

4. The San Francisco Board of Supervisors board voted in favor of an ordinance which will create a 
three-year pilot program that requires distributors of the Yellow Pages to ask residents and 
businesses if they would like a copy of the phone books before leaving them on doorsteps (an 
opt-in policy (previously misstated as an opt-out policy). Consider Santa Clara County take 
similar action.  It should be noted that a spokesman for the Yellow Pages Association, said that 
the industry group plans on fighting the law in court in the coming months. 
 

5. Green waste (yardwaste) is taking up a lot of valuable landfill space and fees are not currently 
collected on this material.  Evaluate feasibility and advantages of instituting a green waste 
disposal ban at landfills. 
 

6. With the passage of AB 341, municipalities will need to begin mandatory commercial recycling 
by July 1, 2012 for businesses producing more than four (4) cubic yards of solid waste per week 
and multi-family dwellings consisting of five (5) units or more.  Consider draft/model ordinance 
language for regional consistency. 
 

7. Commercial and residential food waste collection – Track which jurisdictions have already 
implemented food waste composting at either a commercial or residential level and which are 
moving in that direction and when. 

 
Lisa then updated the Commission on recent action regarding the management of expanded 
polystyrene.  She noted that the City of San Jose’s Transportation and Environment (T&E) 
Committee met on December 5, 2011 and accepted the recommendations in the staff report.  In 
addition, staff will return to Council on Jan 24, 2012 for approval of the Short-term Trash Reduction 
Plan and additional information regarding EPS food service ware.  Both Councilmember Rocha and 
Councilmember Liccardo filed additional memos and the recommendations in those memos were 
also accepted.  Liccardo’s memo directs staff to explore the establishment of buyer’s cooperatives to 
assist small restaurants in the purchase of alternatives.  Rocha’s memo seeks more information from 
staff regarding the alternative approaches to a ban as well as other issues related to the Short-Term 
Trash Reduction Plan.  
 
The T&E Committee directed staff to: 
 
• Actively support a regional approach to countywide adoption of prohibitions to eliminate the use 

of EPS food service ware by Santa Clara County restaurants as recommended by the Santa Clara 
County Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission;  

 
• Return to the Transportation and Environment Committee in Fall 2012 with a recommendation 

for an ordinance to prohibit the use of EPS food service ware at food service establishments in 
San José for Council consideration, including an analysis of implementation, cost, and 
stakeholder outreach plans, if countywide action if not achieved by June 2012; and  

 



 

• Support legislation that would implement a state-wide program that would significantly reduce 
the use of EPS food service ware and that would remove any restriction on the City's ability to 
regulate the distribution of these materials for the purposes of reducing litter from this source.  

 
Additionally, the Board of Supervisors was going to be looking at the issue of expanded polystyrene 
(EPS) at their December 13, 2011 Board meeting.  Elizabeth Constantino noted that there are several 
aspects the Board will consider including a ban on EPS food and beverage containers at restaurants, 
markets, etc. within unincorporated Santa Clara County; eliminating the use of EPS food/beverage 
ware at County facilities, including language in County facility rental agreements prohibiting the use 
of EPS food/beverage ware in County parks and prohibiting the purchase of EPS food and beverage 
containers with County funds.  The ban in unincorporated Santa Clara County would go into effect 
no sooner than January 2013. 
 
Jo Zientek with the City of San Jose noted that some Council members are concerned that other 
cities are not moving forward with bans.  She said that the City of San Jose is reluctant to take the 
lead.  As was the case with single-use carryout bags, there was some support for regional action.  
While the County of Santa Clara and San Jose moved forward with ordinances, other cities did not 
move as swiftly as was expected.  Thus the City will take some action but would really like to see 
other cities be supportive and move forward with policies and ordinances related to the management 
of expanded polystyrene for a more collaborative effort.   
 
Commissioner LeZotte expressed a desire to have a systematic approach to reach out to the 
representatives in a city when they are considering an ordinance.  She would like to have a speaker’s 
bureau of sorts that could be called upon to support and advocate for environmental policies and 
ordinances that is made up of Commissioners, staff, TAC members, Cities Association, League of 
Cities, etc in order to move the cause forward.  
 
Commissioner Griffith noted that the decision to move forward on these issues is also dependent on 
the political will of a City Council or Board.  He said he would definitely advocate for management 
of EPS in Sunnyvale but that half their council will be new next month and he can’t be sure the new 
Council will share the same environmental values.  He also noted that the passage of the Sunnyvale 
single-use carryout bag ordinance was due, in large part, to the City of San Jose having acted first. 
 
Skip noted that the reference to creating a CEQA document that can be used by all jurisdictions 
regarding EPS would be a negative declaration and not a full Environmental Impact Report (EIR).  
He had suggested that a Master Environmental Assessment (MEA) such as the one created for 
single-use carryout bags might be a better approach, albeit more costly. He noted that some cities 
have passed EPS bans with no CEQA at all and those ordinances have gone unchallenged.  If the 
RWRC does recommend that staff look at EPS, they would need to provide direction one what 
aspects of EPS to focus on – whether just expanded foam food and beverage ware or would it 
include all types of EPS (coffee cup lids, block, trays, etc.).  He stated that there is no funding for 
outreach in the current budget.   He further stated that smaller cities are using negative declarations 
for single-use carryout bags and that it is up to the city attorneys and county counsel to determine the 
proper CEQA required for their jurisdiction.  In the case of Manhattan Beach, they acted 
independently and apart from the Los Angeles County, so theirs was a greater regional impact.   
 



 

Commissioner Bryant said the Mountain View Sustainability Committee recommended that the City 
Council enact bans on both single-use carryout bags and EPS food and beverage ware.  She said the 
Council might be reluctant to take action if San Jose was not moving forward with a ban on EPS.   
Skip assured her that San Jose will take formal action on prohibiting foam food ware in city facilities 
and also add language in rental agreements for use of city facilities that would prohibit the public 
from bringing in foam food ware. 
 
Commissioner Bryant also asked if the recommended priorities could include timelines, costs, staff 
time and which priorities would better address greenhouse gas emissions. Skip responded that if the 
RWRC wished to address greenhouse gas emissions as a top priority, they should focus on organics 
and food waste.  Mark Bowers noted that EPS management is primarily a water quality issue more 
so than a solid waste issue. 
 
Commissioner LeZotte would like to see more enforcement of unpermitted recyclers, particularly 
those who are buying stolen copper. 
 
Commissioner Griffith asked if cooking oil would be included in the tracking of food waste 
composting.  Lisa Rose said yes, if the Commission wanted it tracked, it can be included.  He also 
asked about creating standardized language in franchise agreements with regard to recycling and 
processing of various commodities.  Skip noted that this would be beneficial but could be a lengthy 
process since each jurisdiction’s contracts end at different times and it might be years before changes 
could occur.  However, with the passage of AB 341, this may be the time to re-evaluate recycling 
markets. 
 
The Chair opened the floor to public speakers. 
 
Dominic D’Innocenti of the Valley Yellow Pages said that there is already an Opt-Out process in 
effect for anyone who wants to discontinue receiving Yellow Page phone books.  The Valley Yellow 
Pages was very much against the San Francisco ordinance because there is still a large percentage of 
the population who utilizes phone books.  In addition to providing business phone numbers and 
addresses, there are many resources within the phone book such as emergency procedures, local 
government pages, etc. that people find quite useful. Mr. D’Innocenti said people can go to 
www.yellowpagesoptout.com to opt-out of receiving phone books and he also noted that StopWaste 
in Alameda County provides this link on their website.  He encouraged all municipalities to do the 
same, rather than enact an ordinance that prohibits the distribution of phone books to residents. At 
this point in the meeting, Commissioner Chu had to leave. The Chair asked staff if Roberts Rules of 
Order permitted the continuation of the discussion and vote on the Priorities once Kansen Chu had to 
leave and the Commission was inquorate.  Staff said they were unsure but that they would look into 
it when back at the office and the discussion continued. 
 
Sandy Kivowitz from the AT&T Yellow Pages also encouraged municipalities to put the link on 
their websites.  He said that AT&T has a legal obligation to provide phone books to all of their 
customers, but customers can easily opt-out at the website. 
 
Commissioner Tucker said she likes having a phone book, but that she receives many different ones.  
The opt-out link allows constituents to choose which book, if any, they would like to receive. 
 

http://www.yellowpagesoptout.com/


 

Commissioner McLeod asked the Commissioners to provide direction to TAC and staff on which 
areas they should focus on in 2012 and to prioritize them.   
 
Commissioner LeZotte reiterated her desire to have a concerted effort for outreach to cities when 
they are taking action on a specific environmental issue and requested that staff advise the 
Commission on these types of issues and actions. 
 
It was suggested that Commissioners group the recommendations by issue and prioritize them. 
 
Commissioner Tucker recommended that costs be considered and that the City of Gilroy does not 
have the political will at this time to address many of these issues.  It would be helpful to have a 
document that shows the pros and cons of specific issues, barriers to addressing such issues and 
outreach that has been done. 
 
It was also suggested that a library of materials be kept so that one jurisdiction can “borrow” from 
those who have already acted on a specific issue and not reinvent the wheel. 
 
Dave Staub noted that municipalities can get as much as eight percent (8%) credit towards their 
Trash Load Reduction is they have bans on EPS and single-use carry out bags.  All jurisdictions are 
mandated to reach 40% reduction targets. 
 
A poll was taken and the priorities are as follows, followed by the number of votes received: 

1. AB 341 – Mandatory Commercial Recycling (5) 
2. Management of Expanded Polystyrene (5) 
3. Tracking Food Waste (2) 
4. Unpermitted Recycling Operations (1) 
5. Uniform Environmentally Preferred Purchasing Policy (1) 
6. Phone Book Management (1) 

   
Commissioner Griffith motioned approval and it was seconded by Commissioner LeZotte.  The 
motion passed unanimously, but staff still needed to check to see if this is permitted under Roberts 
Rules of Order.  The item will be revisited at the February 22nd meeting. 
 
 

7. Announcements/Future Agenda Items 
• Commissioner LeZotte announced that the Santa Clara Valley Water District passed a policy 

regarding EPS at District facilities. 
• Commissioner LeZotte noted that she will be participating in a Reusable Bag Fashion Show 

at Oakridge Mall at noon on Thursday, December 15, 2011. 
• A speaker card was submitted noting that on the December 12, 2011 agenda, the next RWRC 

meeting is scheduled for February 29 but that the website indicates it will be the 4th 
Wednesday in February.  Staff confirmed the actual meeting date is February 22, 2012, as is 
indicated on the website. 
 

8. Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m. 

 



 

The next meeting will take place Wednesday February 22, at 5:15 PM in the Isaac Newton Senter 
Auditorium on the ground floor of 70 W. Hedding. 
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